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SUBJECT: STUDENT LEADER TAN WAH PIOW GOES UNDERGROUND 

1. TAN WAH Plow, PORMER UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE STUDENTS 
UNION (USSU) PRESIDENT, WAS RELEASED OCTOBER 24 ALTER SER- 
VING EIGHT MONTHS IN JAIL POR "RIOTING." ACCORDING TO PRESS 
REPORTS, TAN FAILED TO APPEAR FOR NATIONAL SERVICE INDUCTION 
ON OCTOBER 27 AS ORDERED. DEPENSE MINISTRY HAS REQUESTED SIN- 
GAPORE POLICE TO ARREST HIM ON SIGHT. 

2. JAIL TERM APPARENTLY DID NOT DAMPEN TAN'S ENTHUSIASM 

POR ANTI-ESTABLISHMENT ACTIVISM. ACCORDING TO "STATEMENT PROM 
WAH Plow ’ RECENTLY DISTRIBUTED BY USSU, HE INTENDS TO 
CONTINUE "THE STRUGGLE" AND TO RESIST GOS "PERSECUTION." 

3. SIGNIPICANT PERCENTAGE OP UNIVERSITY STUDENT BODY APPEARS 
TO SYMPATHIZE WITH TAN. RECENTLY-ELECTED USSU COUNCIL IS 
DOMINATED BY TAN SUPPORTERS. SUNDAY NATION REPORTED THAT 
CAMPUS RALLY TO CELEBRATE TAN'S RELEASE WAS ATTENDED BY SOME 
2,000 STUDENTS (1974 TOTAL ENROLLEMENT WAS 5,356). 

4. COMMENT: AS EVIDENCED BY ITS EXPEDITIOUS INDUCTION ORDER, 

GOS IS ANXIOUS TO KEEP TAN OUT OP CIRCULATION. HE APPEARS 
TO BE A GENUINE IDEALIST WITH A GUTSY PUGNACITY REMINISCENT 
OP THE YOUNG LEE KUAN YEW. WHILE OTHER USSU ACTIVISTS SEEM 
TO AGREE WITH TAN'S CRITIQUE OP THE UNIVERSITY AS AN ELITIST 
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POSITIONS IN AN UNJUST SOCIETY, ONE HAVE YET DEMONSTRATED THE 
ABILITY TO EILL HIS SHOES AS CHARISMATIC LEADER AND SPARKPLUG 
OE ACTIVISM. 

HOLDRIDGE 
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